Congress of the United States

PHouge of Representatives
Washington, DE 20515

July 30, 2004

H.E. Kofi Annan
Secretary-General

United Nations

New York, New York 10017

Dear Mr. Secretary-General:

We are writing to commend your June 21st remarks condemning anti-Semitism at the
United Nations’ “Confronting Anti-Semitism” seminar — the inaugural event in the Public
Information Department’s Unlearning Intolerance series.

With the alarming rise in attacks against Jews and Jewish institutions in Europe and the
proliferation of Holocaust denial and anti-Semitic incitement in the Arab and Muslim world, the
attention of the United Nations is sorely needed. Your disavowal of those who misuse the
Middle East conflict to incite hatred against Jews gets to the heart of the new manifestation of
anti-Semitism facing Jews today.

As you mentioned in your presentation, the United Nations and the adoption of its basic
treaties on human rights arose out of the ashes of the Holocaust, and thus, “A human rights
agenda that fails to address anti-Semitism denies its own history.” Your acknowledgement that
the UN record on anti-Semitism has fallen short is a meaningful starting point for greater efforts
to mobilize its mechanisms to address it. Your involvement in this effort and your sensitive
presentation exemplify the kind of leadership and commitment which can advance the fight
against anti-Semitism and all forms of intolerance. We, therefore, urge you to follow up on the
action you laid out in your remarks and specifically urge you to:

* Repeat your message in various UN forums, including the UN General Assembly, the
UN Commission on Human Rights, and in meetings with UN regional groups and
Permanent Representatives to the United Nations;

¢ Continue speaking out against anti-Semitism and anti-Semitic acts and incitement, and
oppose the use of hateful anti-Semitic speech at UN forums;

e Work for the passage of a General Assembly resolution condemning anti-Semitism and
build upon the action plan put forth in Organization for Security and Cooperating in
Europe’s 2004 Berlin Declaration;
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 Urge the UN bodies with the mandate to address anti-Semitism, such as the special
rapporteurs on contemporary forms of racism and on religious freedom and the
Commission on Human Rights, to engage in more effective reporting and action to
combat anti-Semitism; '

* Combat the spread of incitement among young children by calling for the review and
revision of educational materials currently used by the United Nation Relief and Works
Agency that incite violence, promote anti-Semitism, or deny the legitimacy of the State
of Israel as a Jewish state;

¢ Work to change the content of the materials published by the “Programme on Palestine”
that undermine the legitimacy of Israel as a Jewish State and speak out against the
manipulation of Palestinian human rights to undermine Jewish human rights; and

* Promote the establishment of a permanent Holocaust memorial in UN Headquarters and
endorse the adoption of an International Holocaust Remembrance Day by all states that
decry genocide and human rights abuses.

Your vision for the future of the United Nations as a place where “Jews everywhere must
feel that the United Nations is their home too” is commendable and long-overdue. We urge you
to continue using your good offices to cultivate a new atmosphere at the United Nations for the
Jewish people and for the State of Israel — the embodiment of the Jewish People’s basic human
right to self-determination. With your leadership and perseverance, we can achieve this goal.

Sincerely,

] : Christopher H. Smith
Member of Congress Members of Congress

Mark Steven Kirk Tom Lantos ana Ros-Lehtinen J
Member of Congress Members of Congress Member of Congress
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